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On Feb. 22, US Secretary of State James Baker said that normalization of relations between
Washington and Managua would depend on a period of "good conduct." Baker specified only
a termination in arms shipments to Salvadoran rebels by Nicaragua. In Managua, Nicaraguan
President Daniel Ortega called for talks on regional security as a step in normalizing relations.
Implicitly rejecting Baker's oft-reiterated statement about Nicaraguan arms shipments to El
Salvador, Ortega pointed out that Nicaragua had agreed under a regional peace accord not to let
its territory be used to supply irregular forces. Ortega said that if the US was really concerned
about the situation in El Salvador and the rest of Central America, it would begin by cutting off all
supplies to the contras. On Feb. 21, at a book signing ceremony in San Jose (Costa Rica), Deputy
Foreign Minister Victor Hugo Tinoco told reporters that the US must revise its Central America
policy after the Feb. 25 elections. Until now, said Tinoco, "the US has hidden its responsibility
as a necessary direct actor in a negotiated solution to the Central American conflict." Tinoco's
book, Conflicto y Paz, reflects the Sandinista perspective on the regional peace process from the
signing of the Esquipulas II accords in August 1987 to the last regional summit meeting in December
1989. Conflicto y Paz was published in Mexico by the Coordinadora Regional de Investigaciones
Economicas y Sociales (CRIES-Managua). The deputy minister stated that if the FSLN wins at the
ballot box, and Washington stubbornly continues to fund the contras in any way, it "would only be
prolonging the finalization of the conflict." Tinoco outlined prospects for the regional peace plan
after the Nicaraguan election. Given the failure of its armed aggression policy against Nicaragua, he
said, the US must revise its policy toward Central America and in so doing, determine whether or
not peace will be consolidated in the region. Tinoco pointed out that the changes in Eastern Europe,
the apparent reduction of tension in superpower relations, do not necessary lead to a transformation
of US foreign policy toward Central America, as proven by the military invasion of Panama. The
use of military force by the United States, he added, "is a reality that has not disappeared for the
countries of the region." (Basic data from AP, 02/22/90, Notimex, 02/21/90, 02/22/90)
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